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WASSC33 report on strategies for the review of the
Waste Safety Guides in light of the lessons learnt
from the Tepco Fukushima-Daiichi accident

The discussion on strategies for review/revision of Waste Safety Guides took place during the WASSC33 session held in the morning of Wednesday 4 July 2012. The starting point was the report of the WASSC Working Group meeting held on 27-28 October 2011 which was discussed and agreed by WASSC32 (December 2011). As a result of discussions at both meetings, it was highlighted that the Safety Requirement documents on Waste Safety are robust, and that there is no need to revise them in the light of the Tepco Fukushima-Daiichi accident. 
Regarding the review of Safety Guides the common understanding was that in the waste safety area, the lessons to be learnt will largely be derived from the remediation activities and management of the large quantities of waste arising after the Tepco Fukushima-Daiichi accident. In addition, the following approach to review/revise the Safety Guide on Storage of Spent Fuel (IAEA-SSG-15) was proposed and agreed: 
A preliminary internal review of the SG highlighted some points that might need further discussions in light of the lessons learnt from the accident. The Waste and Environmental Safety Section in the Division of Radiation, Transport and Waste Safety is now organizing a consultancy meeting to address these points and to provide elements to the decision on the need for the revision of SSG-15. This meeting is scheduled for September 2012 and a Report on its results will be presented to WASSC34 for discussion and feedback. 
From the discussion, the WASSC WG was asked to revisit the Safety Guides with the objective to establish a ranking of their priority for revision. In this regard, the importance of feedback from the WASSC members regarding the stress tests being performed on spent fuel and radioactive waste management facilities was noted. 
The importance of collecting the lessons learnt by experts, consultants and WASSC members for the management of large amounts of waste, from remediation and decommissioning activities after severe accidents were also recognized by WASSC members. This collection should be done not only focussing on the Tepco Fukushima-Daiichi accident, but also on other historical situations (i.e. Chernobyl, and related activities in Ukraine and Belarus).

WASSC members agreed on the following:
1. To establish the WASSC Coordinator as a Point-of-Contact within the Agency to collect relevant information on lessons learnt on waste management, remediation and decommissioning from the Tepco Fukushima-Daiichi accident and other past incidents or accidents, received from WASSC members.

2. To provide information to the WASSC Coordinator on the lessons learnt from the Tepco Fukushima-Daiichi accident or other past incidents or accidents on 

· results  of stress tests on spent fuel and radioactive waste management facilities;
· management of large amounts of waste;
· decommissioning following severe accidents; and
· other relevant issues for SGs, such as confidence building.

3. To report to WASSC34 through the Secretariat on the results obtained on point 2 (above).
4. To make available to committee members the information collated in dedicated web folders.
5. To arrange a WASSC WG meeting after WASSC34 and before WASSC35 to analyse the feedback received and suggest priorities for the revision of the waste SGs.
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